THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
for open and friendly mutual assistance. We had to
think of the American sentiment toward it before, but
the situation has changed/1
Lord Hailsham in a statement to the Press would
seem to support Japan out of regard for the League of
Nations. He says:
'It would be unwise for the British Government to
take action which would separate it from other League
of Nations members and identify it with the United
States in any sort of opposition to other members of
the League.
* Action under Article Sixteen of the Covenant would
be a declaration that Britain deemed Japan had com-
mitted an act of war against other League members
and that would have a serious effect in extending the
scope of the present hostilities instead of limiting
them.
'There has been no suggestion of complaint or
criticism by the United States of any action or inaction
on our part/
The attitude of the Times has been indicated in the
review given a few pages back of Mr. Stimson's efforts
to secure British co-operation in resistance to Japanese
aggression.
The Conservative Press as a whole, particularly the
newspapers which had been notable as protagonists of
Empire, nationalist, apprehensive of any threat to our
imperial position, putting defence before all other
political considerations, day after day gave assurances
to the Japanese imperialists that they need fear no
objection to their conduct on the part of Britain.
* Uanckc&er Guardian, October 24, 1934.
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